
SLIPPERY ROCK BOROUGH 
WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 6, 2018  
 

Slippery Rock Borough convened this date at the Slippery Rock Borough Building located at 306 East 
Water Street, Slippery Rock Borough, and Butler County, Pennsylvania.  The meeting was called to order 
at 7:01 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Upon roll call the following public officials were present:  Russ Karl, Gene Allison, Itzi Meztli, Royce 
Lorentz, Denton Zeronas, Ron Steele and Tom McPherson.  Also present were Mayor Longo and 
Borough Administrator Lucinda G. Lipko. 
 
CITIZEN INPUT: 
 
Dick Manning 

Requested that Council retain the services of John Trant for continued work with the Planning 
Commission on advice for ordinance review and his writing ability which helped the Borough  
receive two grants for traffic lights.  He also noted to Council that the Multi-Municipal 
Comprehensive Plan is out of date and that is very favorable to grant review boards when we 
apply for grants. 
 

President Karl also read the note from Jerry Heller, Chairperson of the Planning Commission, stating that 
they find John’s services invaluable and hopes Council finds a way to continue his services to them. 

 
REPORTS: 
 
Mayor Longo 

Read from the monthly police report 
Announced that Representative Bernstein and he will honor Officer Ingram at the February 13th 

 meeting for his 2017 arrests in DUI related incidents. 
 
Tom McPherson 

Reported Armstrong Cable, Lions Club and he removed the Christmas Lights from the poles last 
week 

Noted Slippery Rock Development and the Business Association are discussing bringing the  
Farmer’s Market back to the Borough on Saturday’s and asked Councilmembers to think  
about it while they continue investigating. 

 
Ron Steele 

Complimented the Street Department on their fine work on the streets during this winter season 
 
Denton Zeronas 



Is interested in exploring a relationship between students and Council  
Would like to discuss hiring an intern from SRU to manage/update/redesign the Borough website 

 
Royce Lorentz 

Attended a Borough’s Association seminar on Identify Theft, which the three county  
commissioners attended.  They asked if we were still interested in the right turning lane 
from New Castle Street onto South Main Street and he assured them we were. 

Attended the Butler County Council of Governments meeting and was introduced to a new 
 PennDot representative that offered to help us on projects 

Is helping the Boy Scouts with some strategic planning  
 
Itzi Meztli 

Is the Chairmen of the Garbage and Recycling Committee and they are working on getting firm 
numbers on how many units are in the apartments in town.  He sent a letter to Tri-County 
asking them to meet to discuss why their counts and our counts are not the same.  

There will be a Community Forum on solid waste here on February 27th from 6 – 8 p.m. 
 
Gene Allison 

Is reviewing signage in the Borough and our ordinance for signage 
Would like to discuss giving space in the Borough Building to the Tax Collector, Beverly Barron 

 
Russ Karl 

Reviewing numerous contracts the Borough has and once he has completed that he will share  
with Council what he has learned 

 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
President Karl assigned committees and asked if anyone would like to be assigned to a different 
committee: 
 

Finance & Budget Russ Karl and Gene Allison 
Facilities & Property Tom McPherson, Denton Zeronas and Ron Steele 
Garbage & Recycling Itzi Meztli and Royce Lorentz 
Streets & Public Safety Ron Steele, Gene Allison and Mayor Longo 
Economic & Community Dev. Tom McPherson and Itzi Meztli 
Intergovernmental Relations Denton Zeronas and Royce Lorentz 
University Relations Russ Karl, Denton Zeronas and Mayor Longo 

 
Park Director, Mary Messer was present to request Council’s approval to apply for a $10,000.00 grant 
from the Butler County Parks and Recreation and a $ 60,000.00 grant from DCNR to build a new 
restroom by the maintenance building.  She also wants to apply for $ 5,000.00 grant from the Butler 
County Tourism to place signage along the walking trail.  These will be placed on agendas for action. 



Wants to know why she must have architectural drawings made to enclose a storage area in the 
Recreation Building according to John Nath of Professional Code Services.  If the park does have to do it, 
will the Borough pay for the drawings?  President Karl said it would be reviewed and she would be 
notified later. 
Thanked Borough Council for paying to replace the floor in the Recreation Building and stated that the 
Father/Daughter Valentine Dance so far will have 311 participants this year. 
 
President Karl reported he met with John Trant to discuss what he does for the Borough and how much he 
would charge to continue.  It would be $ 875.00 per day for 2 days a month.  The money was already 
budgeted for 2018 for his services.  All of Council consented to have John continue working with us. 
 
Tom McPherson requested the closing of South Main Street for Kaleidoscope in April and taking parking 
off Elm Street and Maple Street.  This will be placed on the next agenda for action. 
 
Council discussed the request from the library to release a portion of their bond on the new building 
project per Gateway Engineers recommendation.  This will be placed on the next agenda for action. 
 
Council discussed pay application #1 from Jadell Minniefield Construction for the demolition of the 
former First National Bank Building per Gateway Engineers recommendation.  This will be placed on the 
next agenda for action. 
 
President Karl stated that the tentative Workshop Agenda will be sent out the Wednesday before the 
meeting and Council/Mayor have until noon on Thursday to contact the Borough Administrator about 
anything else they would like to discuss.  The final tentative Workshop agenda will continue to be sent 
out on Friday. 
 
CITIZEN INPUT: 
 
Mike Sullivan 

Would like Council to consider other more effective means, other than wooden horses, to block  
traffic from traveling down a street that has been closed for an activity 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
A motion was made by Gene Allison to adjourn.  Seconded by Ron Steele, motion carried. 
 
The Slippery Rock Borough Council adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 
 
 
_________________________  
Lucinda G. Lipko 
Borough Administrator  
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


